
Interview with Edward Whitfield by Bridgette Burge 
Preface and Index 

 
Interviewee  
Edward Leroy Whitfield 
 
Interviewer  
Bridgette Burge 
 
Interview Dates 
February 26, 2006 
 
Transcription 
Emily Baran 
 
Place 
First part of interview conducted at the Beloved Community Center, Greensboro, NC.  
Because of noise we moved down the road to a meeting room upstairs at Faith Community 
Church for the second part of the interview. 
 
Collection 
Heirs to a Fighting Tradition: Oral Histories of North Carolina Social Justice Activists 
 
Heirs to a Fighting Tradition 
Heirs to a Fighting Tradition: Oral Histories of North Carolina Social Justice Activists is a multi-
phased oral history project which explores the stories and traditions of social justice activism in 
North Carolina through in-depth interviews with highly respected activists and organizers.  
Selected for the integrity and high level of skill in their work dedicated to social justice, the 
interviewees represent a diversity of age, gender, and ethnicity. These narratives capture the 
richness of a set of activists with powerful perspectives on social justice and similar visions of 
the common good. These are tales of transition and transformation, sea change and burnout, 
organizing successes and heart wrenching defeats. These are the stories of the Movement.  
This collection will be a valuable addition to the modest amount of literature about 
contemporary social justice activism in the South.   
 
Use Restrictions 
The Heirs Project reserves all rights. This transcript is provided for individual research 
purposes only. For all other uses, including publication, reproduction and quotation beyond fair 
use, permission must be obtained in writing from Heirs to a Fighting Tradition, contact 
www.heirsproject.org, 919-523-3193, organize@heirsproject.org. Eventually, all of these oral 
histories will be archived in the Southern Historical Collection at the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill.  At that point copy write may change.   
 
Description of the Interviewee 
Edward L. Whitfield was born on June 25, 1949 in Little Rock, Arkansas.  He graduated from 
Little Rock Central High School in 1967, ten years after the 1957 school integration.  As a 
presidential scholar, he went on to Cornell University in New York where he was majoring in 
Mathematics and Philosophy. In 1969, he served as the chairman of Cornell’s black student 
association and later as the 1st Vice Chair and international affairs coordinator of the Student 
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Organization for Black Unity. Whitfield received substantial notoriety for being one of the 
leaders of a student takeover of the administrative building as part of a campaign to create a 
Black Studies Department. Just before graduating from Cornell, he came to North Carolina to 
teach mathematics, physical science and mechanics at Malcolm X Liberation University.  
Displeased with the curriculum at Duke University, students along with community activists 
established MXLU. After its closing, Whitfield continued as a community and labor organizer, a 
peace activist, and a stalwart advocate for educational quality and equity for African-American 
children.  Ed chaired the Greensboro Redevelopment Commission for nearly ten years.  He 
unsuccessfully ran for public office on four occasions:  Greensboro City Council in 1983; 
Guilford County School Board in 1990 and 1992, and Guilford County Commissioner 1996.  He 
was involved with the Greensboro Peace Coalition and the Greensboro Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, which examined the context, causes, sequences and 
consequences of the murder of five anti-Ku Klux Klan activists at a protest on November 3, 
1979 at the city’s black Morningside Homes housing community. He has been a writer, a 
musician, a frequent commentator on radio talk shows, and worked as an electronics specialist 
with Lorillard Tobacco Company in Greensboro.   
 
Index (Page indicates only the first time the name or word appears in the transcript) 
Last Name First Name Page 
Adams, Alma 70
Alston, Skip 71
Baker, Ella 21
Barnes, Claude 55
Bates, Daisy 6
Brandon, Lewis 49
Burroughs-White, Claudette 71
Bush, President George H. W. 43
Carter, John 40
Carter, Amy 92
Carter, President Jimmy 92
Chaney, James 41
Coleman, Carolyn 19
Davidoff, Robert 36
Dorsett, Katie 70
Downs, Donald Alexander 51
Ellul, Jacques 26
Fuller, Howard 57
Gandhi, Mohandas 39
Gardner, John 47
Garrett, Nathan 51
Goodman, Andrew 41
Henson, Officer 74
Holler, Z. 1
Hunt Jr., James Baxter 71
Illich, Ivan 26



Jackson, Jesse 7
Johnson, Joyce 55
Johnson, Reverend Nelson 1
Johnson, President Lyndon 10
Johnson, Nelson 49
Jones, Linda 2
Jones, Tom 50
Jones, Earl 71
King, Jr., Martin Luther 1
Kolisch, Rudolph 33
Lape, A. F. 10
Marshall, Thurgood 6
Marx, Karl 24
McCloud, Beatrice 32
McLemore, Richard Butler 5
Moses, Robert 20
NA Ray 29
NA Eric 46
NA Joyce 49
Nixon, President Richard 55
Nixon, Patricia Ryan 59
Parmenter, Frederick 23
Payne, Charles 41
Perkins, Francis 30
Quilloin, Carolyn 22
Rone, Robert 47
Robinson, Randall 92
Roosevelt, President Frankin Delano 30
Russell, Bertrand 23
Sacco, Nicola 23
Schwerner, Michael 41
Smith, Sandi 67
Speed, Terry 2
Starhawk  91
Starr, Steve 46
Steele, John 41
Steele, Cornelius 37
Taye, Mary 1
Tolbert, Jr., William R. 58
Tubman, William Vacanarat Shadrach 59
Turner, James 52
Vanzetti, Bartolomeo 26
Washington, Booker T. 10



Wells, Goldie 65
Whitfield, Edward 1
Whitfield, Robert 3
Whitfield, Winifred 3
Whitfield, Robert 5
Whitfield, Winifred McLemore 5
Whitfield, Nandi 66
Whitfield, Mzilikazi 66
Whitfield, Annester 67
X, Malcom 33
Zimmerman, Jack 70
 
Organization Page 
Africana Studies and Research Center 53
African-American Society 50
Bakery, Confectionary, and Tobacco Workers International Union 86
Barton Hall 51
Beloved Community Center 1
Black Liberation Front 50
Black Student Organization 35
Black United Youth 23
Black Workers for Justice (BWFJ) 41
Booker T. Washington Elementary School 10
Brandies University 29
Bridgeport 83
Burlington Industries 66
Carolina Peacemaker 65
Central High School   9
Central High School Museum 40
Committee on Special Education Projects (COSEP) 36
Cone Mills Revolution Plant 67
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) 41
Cornell University 8
Cornell Club 48
Cornell National Scholarship 12
Dudley 55
Duke University 46
Dunbar Junior High School 10
Federal Bureau of Investigation 8
Federal City College 57
Freedom Riders 19
Freedom School 41
Freedom Summer 18



General Electric 14
General Motors 91
Gilbarco 81
Greensboro Association of Poor People (GAPP) 55
Greensboro Peace Coalition 74
Greensboro Police Department 74
Greensboro Redevelopment Comission 70
Guilford Technical Community College 14
Hampton Institude 32
Harvard University 9
Head Start 8
Heirs to a Fighting Tradition 85
Home and Gardening 4
Homeless Hospitality House 2
Horace Mann High School 9
James Perkins Race Relations Award 51
Kenyon College 32
Klu Klux Klan 41
Knight Riders 42
Kroger 23
Little Rock Central High School 6
Little Rock University's "The Shop" 19
Lodge and Shipley 83
Lorillard Tobacco Company 81
Malcom X Liberation University 15
Memorial Student Union 49
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 20
NAACP 6
NAACP Youth Council 20
National Achievement Scholarship 12
National Guard 49
National Postal Alliance 8
New York Times 55
North Carolina Agricultural and State Technical University 49
Northrop Aviation 14
Northwestern University 52
Palante 76
Palmer Memorial Institute 60
Pan-African Nationalism 61
Peace Corps 66
Philander Smith College 9
Phillips Exeter Academy 9
Presidential Scholar 11



Pulitzer Prize 46
Quakers 44
Red Squad 74
Red Summer 68
Scott Hall 50
South African Embassy 92
Southern Student Organizing Committee (SOC) 20
Standard and Poor's 4
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) 20
Student Organization for Black Unity 43
Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) 38
Telluride Association 28
Telluride Association Scholarship 12
The Exit 17
Tobacco Workers Local 317-T 86
Toyota 91
TransAfrica 92
University of Arkansas at Little Rock 17
Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) 66
Wall Street 4
Watts Riot 56
Westinghouse Science Talent Search Honors Group 12
White House 10
Whitfield Tool and Machine Company 82
World Trade Center, September 11, 2001 88
www.intimateportriatsbywinifred.com 4
Youth Council Chapter 20
 


	Interview with Edward Whitfield by Bridgette Burge
	Preface and Index
	Interviewee 
	Interviewer 
	Interview Dates


	Transcription
	Place
	Collection

	Use Restrictions
	Description of the Interviewee
	Index (Page indicates only the first time the name or word appears in the transcript)


