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Heirs to a Fighting Tradition 
Heirs to a Fighting Tradition: Oral Histories of North Carolina Social Justice Activists is a 
multi-phased oral history project which explores the stories and traditions of social 
justice activism in North Carolina through in-depth interviews with highly respected 
activists and organizers.  Selected for the integrity and high level of skill in their work 
dedicated to social justice, the interviewees represent a diversity of age, gender, and 
ethnicity. These narratives capture the richness of a set of activists with powerful 
perspectives on social justice and similar visions of the common good. These are tales 
of transition and transformation, sea change and burnout, organizing successes and 
heart wrenching defeats. These are the stories of the Movement.  This collection will be 
a valuable addition to the modest amount of literature about contemporary social justice 
activism in the South.   
 
Use Restrictions 
The Heirs Project reserves all rights. This transcript is provided for individual research 
purposes only. For all other uses, including publication, reproduction and quotation 
beyond fair use, permission must be obtained in writing from Heirs to a Fighting 
Tradition, contact www.heirsproject.org, 919-523-3193, organize@heirsproject.org. 
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Eventually, all of these oral histories will be archived in the Southern Historical 
Collection at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.  At that point copy write may 
change.   
 
Description of the Interviewee 
Khalilah Sabra is a long time community activist and the Director of the Muslim 
American Society Freedom North Carolina chapter. Ms. Sabra completed her 
undergraduate studies at California State University and graduate studies at UCLA.  
She is active in education, media, and civil rights issues. 
 
Other notes 
This interview is different than the other interviews conducted for the Heirs collection so 
far.  Manju Rajendran, who served as the Heirs Project’s outreach coordinator at the 
time of this interview, approached Bridgette Burge and asked if the Heirs Project would 
support interviewing Khalilah.  Manju, Isabell and Alexis all three were present and used 
notes and content from the interview for their personal research or project purposes.   
 
The style is different in that it doesn’t chronicle Khalilah’s life history in a similar timeline 
from birth to date as do the other interviews.  Also, the three interviewers did not take 
field notes or provide biographical data or a release form.  Bridgette edited the 
interview, indexed it and sought Khalilah’s approval for the bio, transcript, index and 
Heirs Project’s use of the interview in October 2008, a year after the interview was 
conducted. 
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Abu Ghraib 18 
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Black Workers for Justice (BWFJ) 5 
Cary Senior Center 12 
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