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Interviewee  
Cynthia Denise Brown 
 
Interviewer  
Bridgette Burge 
 
Interview Dates 
February 20, 2006; March 1, 2006; March 7, 2006 
 
Transcription 
Emily Baran 
 
Place 
February 20 interview was conducted at the Durham Public Library on Roxboro.  Part of the 
March 1 interview was conducted at Third Space Studio in Durham, North Carolina.  The 
March 7 interview was conducted at Cynthia’s house at 1920 Ward Ave, Durham, NC 27707. 
 
Collection 
Heirs to a Fighting Tradition: Oral Histories of North Carolina Social Justice Activists 
 
Heirs to a Fighting Tradition 
Heirs to a Fighting Tradition: Oral Histories of North Carolina Social Justice Activists is a multi-
phased oral history project which explores the stories and traditions of social justice activism in 
North Carolina through in-depth interviews with highly respected activists and organizers.  
Selected for the integrity and high level of skill in their work dedicated to social justice, the 
interviewees represent a diversity of age, gender, and ethnicity. These narratives capture the 
richness of a set of activists with powerful perspectives on social justice and similar visions of 
the common good. These are tales of transition and transformation, sea change and burnout, 
organizing successes and heart wrenching defeats. These are the stories of the Movement.  
This collection will be a valuable addition to the modest amount of literature about 
contemporary social justice activism in the South.   
 
Use Restrictions 
The Heirs Project reserves all rights. This transcript is provided for individual research 
purposes only. For all other uses, including publication, reproduction and quotation beyond fair 
use, permission must be obtained in writing from Heirs to a Fighting Tradition, contact 
www.heirsproject.org, 919-523-3193, organize@heirsproject.org. Eventually, all of these oral 
histories will be archived in the Southern Historical Collection at the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill.  At that point copy write may change.   
 
Description of the Interviewee 
Cynthia Brown is the principal consultant of The Sojourner Group, a business she founded to 
help non-profit groups strengthen their leadership and address their organizational 
development issues. She also is a grassroots organizer and leader, former Durham City 
Councilwoman and a 2002 candidate for the United States Senate.  A native of Reidsville, 
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North Carolina, she has an undergraduate degree in political science from Bennett College for 
Women and a Master of Public Affairs degree from the University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro. As a W.K. Kellogg National Fellow, Brown studied cultural, racial and economic 
justice issues in Australia, Brazil, Guatemala, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Ghana, Egypt, New 
Zealand and Chile.  Brown's many organizational affiliations include the N.C. Coalition on 
Black and Brown Civic Participation, of which she is a founding member, the Latino 
Community Development Center, the N.C. Conservation Network, Democracy NC and Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority. 
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Last Name First Name Page 
Adams,  Rep. Alma 86
Baker, Ella 116
Bergen, Martha 106
Blue,  Rep. Dan 103
Bolden, Lucy 32
Bolton, Rev. Carrie 144
Bowles, Erskine 103
Braden, Anne 118
Broadnax Jackson, Lisa 4
Broadnax, Eric 4
Broadnax, Christopher 4
Broadnax, Louise Laverne 4
Broadnax, James Willard 6
Brown Jumper, Donna 4
Brown, Barbara 4
Brown, Reginald 4
Brown, Robert 3
Brown, Margaret 13
Carter, Mandy 1
Chisolm,  Shirley 100
Columbus,  Christopher 87
Cooper,  Cheryl 45
Davis, Ossie 119
Dudley-Latimer, Donna 1
Ellison, Vann (Evangeline) 92
Emmett,  Meredith 58
Griffin, Kim 95
Hall, Bob 144
Helms,  Senator Jesse 32
Horne, Savi 114
King, Jr. Dr. Martin Luther King 116
Kirby, Rev.  13
Kohar Parra, Ivan 139
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Marshall, Elaine 103
McCoy, Christina Davis 30
McDouall,  Ken 102
Niemoeller, Martin 130
Oaks,  Beatrice 16
O'Hara, Danyelle 114
Okun, Tema 113
Parks, Rosa 119
Pharr, Suzanne 29
Schlafly, Phyllis 44
Schwalbe, Michael 102
Seibel, Lorisa 99
Spellman, Stephanie (Roberts) 23
Strickland, Del-Mia 104
Sturgess, Rev. Willie 13
Terranova, Paul 140
Truth, Sojourner 114
Tubman,  Harriet 116
Walz, Peter 144
Wise,  Leah 23
Wright, Joe 7
X, Malcolm 116
 
AFL-CIO, 83
American Clothing and Textile Workers Union, 9
American Friends Service Committee, 76
American Tobacco Factory, 6
Bennett College, 4
Black Tobacco Workers Union, 7
Brown vs. Board of Education, 122
C.M.E. Church (Christian Methodist Episcopal), 10
Civil Rights Act of 1964, 44
Communist Workers Party, 128
Democracy North Carolina, 143
Democracy South, 143
Department of Justice, 50
Department of Motor Vehicles, 2
Domestic Violence Association, 41
Durham Affordable Housing Coalition, 99
Durham City Council, 91
Durham Committee on the Affairs of Black People, 98
Durham Public Library, 2
El Centro Hispano, 139
Faith Baptist Church, 33
Fieldcrest Mills, 19
Fourth World Conference on Women, 78
Friends of Durham, 98
Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Project, 132
Hamlet Responds Coalition, 83
Howard University, 39
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Human Relations Commission, 40
Institute for Southern Studies,  143
J.P. Stevens Plant, 81
James R. Holmes Junior High School, 34
Johnson C. Smith College, 39
Kellogg Foundation, 26
Ku Klux Klan, 123
Latino Community Development Center, 139
Latino Credit Union, 139
Macy's, 15
Morehead Senior High School, 31
Morningside Public Housing Community, 133
NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement),  87
National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 29
National Honor Society, 35
NC Coalition on Black and Brown Civic Participation, 142
NCOSH (North Carolina Occupational Safety and Health Project), 83
North Carolina Central University, 18
Patriot Act, 147
Research Triangle Park, 82
Sojourner Group, 112
Southeast Women's Employment Coalition, 29
Southerners for Economic Justice, 1
St. Augustine University, 23
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 33
State Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 42
Sylvania and Chase Bag, 19
The Charles Bannerman Fellowship, 2
The Conservation Fund, 147
The Eagle Forum, 49
Third Space Studio, 58
Tobacco Workers Union, 7
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 127
UNC-Chapel Hill, 111
UNC-Greensboro, 29
United Methodist Church, 10
United Methodist Women's Committee, 11
United Way,  46
US-Canada Trade Agreement, 88
Wal-Mart, 51
Workers' Bill of Rights, 82
Workers' Viewpoint Organization, 133
Working Women's Organizing Project, 81
Young Democrats, 111
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